Do two walk together unlessthey
have agreed to do so?

@Amos 3:3. NIV)

A resour ce for discer nment.

By the Rev. Benjamin P. Campbell

Author’s Note page 2
1. Discernment page 3
2. The Bible page 6
3. The Anglican Church in Virginia page 10
4. Homosexuality page 14

5. Unity and Division page 19




Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?

A note from the author
Dear friends,

Bishop Lee asked me to consider preparing some matgriatkd to what was
already being circulated in the Diocese to help congimgatvith a forty day period of
discernment concerning their role in the Diocese.

| looked at the materials, and prayed about the discetnaiech | know many o
my brothers and sisters in Christ are going througth paepared this document.

Obviously, this booklet must come out under my own nardenahas an official
document from the Bishop and the Diocese. My only ctaigny standing to write it is
that | am a lifelong member of the Episcopal Churcihén@iocese of Virginia. | was
baptized at St. Mary's, Arlington, soon after my birth941. | was confirmed there by
Bishop Robert F. Gibson in 1952. | was an officer efdiocesan House of Young
Churchmen and attended both summer camps and youth caeferrRoslyn before w
held them at Shrine Mont. | received a graduate degréeology (M.A. Oxon) from
the Queen's College, Oxford, in 1964 and an M. Div. from Yieg6eminary in 1966. |
received my initial training in spiritual guidance and discegnt at the Pecos
Benedictine Monastery in Pecos, New Mexico, in 1986.

D

| was ordained deacon by Bishop Robert Hall at StrBefglington, in 1966
and priest by Bishop Gibson at Grace, Kilmarnock, in 19&0m 1970 to 1978 | serve
as editor of what is now The Virginia EpiscopalianaVvé served my entire ministry in
the Diocese of Virginia. At present | am the Padtirector of Richmond Hill, an
ecumenical Christian residential community and retreater in the center of Richmonfl.
| understand that, as | approach the 40th anniversary ofdmyation to the priesthood,
have the second longest active service of any prigkeiDiocese of Virginia.

-

—r

| love this Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Virgini believe God has used
this communion for wonderful witness. He has certaialeemed me in and through if
over and over again. The greatest gift he has gives the prayer and support of
honest Christians who were not afraid to face hondstlyjuestions before them, seekjng
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. They invited me to S&nhe hope of true guidance.

I hope that you will find that kind of spirit here, andttlyou will be encouraged
and strengthened in godly discernment by this document.

Yours faithfully in Christ,
The Rev. Benjamin P. Campbell
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1. Discer nment

Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do &0®s(3:3. NIV)*

In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty;lithangs, love?

In September, 2006, several congregations in the Diaéageginia are entering
a 40-day period of discernment concerning the future of thlkaitionship to their Bishop
and to the Diocese of Virginia.

Discernment is a holy task, one of the most esdearitibe works of the Holy
Spirit of Jesus in this world. It is the way we livethis world -- the way we seek to

make decisions and to be led by the Spirit of God. ThethpBaul defines the proces$

in one of his best-known passages in the Letter to tineaRs:

| beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of Gaidydu present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, whigfoig reasonable service. And
do not be conformed to this world, but be transformedbyenewing of your mind,
that you may prove3k: discer n) what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God. Romans 12:1-2 NKJV)

The work of the Spirit of truth in discernment, amdhe leading of Jesus'
disciples, is described in the words of Jesus in Jolosp&:

If you love me, you will obey what | command. And | wilkabe Father, and he will
give you another Counselor to be with you for ever -- thetSgitruth. The world
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor know8tinou know him, for he
lives with you and will be in you. | will not leave you @phans; | will come to you.

But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will senaly name, will teach
you all things and will remind you of everything | have saigdu.

When the Counselor comes, whom | will send to you from #tledf, the Spirit of
truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify aboutAmel you also must testify,
for you have been with me from the beginning. All this | hae you so that you will
not go astray.

I have much more to say to you, more than you can now Beawhen he, the Spirit
of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He wifit speak on his own; he will
speak only what he hears, and he will tell you whattisoyeome. He will bring glory to
me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you tidk belongs to the
Father is mine. That is why | said the Spirit will tdk@m what is mine and make it
known to you. (John 14:15-18;14:26;15:26-16:1; 16:12-15 NIV)

Discernment for the Christian is above all to be uadten prayerfully, in
humility, and with a willingness to listen. All so@sof information may be used by tf

! The prophet Amos is describing the relationship betweaglland the Lord. As an illustration, he notes that two
persons cannot walk together unless they have decided to toesking James translators rendered "Can two wal
together, except they be agreed?" but most modern trasgliitdt, NAS, RSV) describe an agreement to walk
together, rather than a general agreement.

2 peter Meiderlin, Augsburg, 1626. Known by German Christianshe Friedensspruch” or "Peace Saying."
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Holy Spirit in the process of discernment. Scriptsreantral, as well as study and
reading, reason, the traditions of the church, persoqudrience, and the wisdom and
counsel of other Christians. Discernment is a holygahibn, and a holy opportunity. |
is the way in which the Church, in its many forms, iviag organism, serving the Lord.
It enables each Christian to play his or her own pattie fulfillment of the petition
which Jesus taught us: "Thy Kingdom come on earth asitneaven."

We present here, therefore, a series of topics andsdor the prayerful
discernment of Christians in the Episcopal Dioces¢dimgfinia. Despite the intense
debate, the many offenses, and the manifold hurts andmesgs which the past days
and years have occasioned, we remain responsible fanmtleer's welfare in Christ. |f
we walk together, it would be good to make an appointnoedd it better. If we do not
make that appointment, it would be good to serve God's Kingdgether in our
separation. In either case, none of us is exempttiemall to love one another, to selfve
the Kingdom, to seek healing in Christ's name, to allowsealues to be transformed by
the Spirit of God, and to work for peace and justice igidiia and the world.

We invite you to continue to join with others in thisosPese in a process of
discernment, not only about whether some should divida éthers, but also about hoyv
we may do Christ's mission better together. This isardncument which presents
arguments intended to convince readers of the validigyperticular point of view. It
simply presents some considerations. It is up to thg Slirit to lead us to the truth,
and in this leading there is no convincing argument excephdotestimony of the Spirit
May the Holy Spirit guide all of us in all our delibacats.

"Not every one who says to me, 'Lord, Lord," shalkettie kingdom of heaven, but
he who does the will of my Father who is in heaveiMiatthew 7:21)

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, setheants on things above, where
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your nendkings above, not on earthly
things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Chnséod. When Christ, who is
your life, appears, then you also will appear with him angl

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your ear#itlyre: sexual immorality,
impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatrgc®use of these, the wrath of
God is coming. You used to walk in these ways, in theybie once lived.

But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as ttzegger, rage, malice,
slander and filthy language from your lips. Do not lie tcheatber, since you have taken
off your old self with its practices and have put on the self, which is being renewed
in knowledge in the image of its Creator. Here there is me@Ksor Jew, circumcised or
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, husQs all, and is in all.

Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly,lol@be yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patiencewBhazach other and
forgive whatever grievances you may have against one anbtirgive as the Lord
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, which binda #ietogether in
perfect unity. Let the peace of Christ rule in your heatge as members of one body
you were called to peace. And be thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teasid admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spisturajs with gratitude in
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your hearts to God. And whatever you do, whether in worded,d# it all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through (@uoi. 3:1-17 NIV)
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2. TheBible

All scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teag}ifor reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, thantha of God may be complete,
equipped for every good wor{ Tim 3:16-17)

**k%
Q. How do we recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit inioes?
A. We recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit when weessnlesus Christ as Lord
and are brought into love and harmony with God, with oursgiviéds our neighbors,
and with all creation.
Q. How do we recognize the truths taught by the Holy Spirit?
A. We recognize truths to be taught by the Holy Spirit whesy &ire in accord with the
Scriptures.

**k%
Q. Why do we call the Holy Scriptures the Word of God?
A. We call them the Word of God because God inspired tugiran authors and
because God still speaks to us through the Bible.

Q. How do we understand the meaning of the Bible?

A. We understand the meaning of the Bible by the help of the Slatit, who guides
the Church in the true interpretation of the Scriptures.

("An Outline of the Faith, commonly called the CatechidBodk of Common Prayer,
pp. 852-854)

*k%

The Bishop says to the ordinand

Will you be loyal to the doctrine, discipline, and worship bfi€t as this Church
has received them? And will you, in accordance with #m®as of this Church, obey
your bishop and other ministers who may have authority oveagdwyour work?
Answer

I am willing and ready to do so; and | solemnly declaat k do believe the Holy
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Wfd&bd, and to contain all
things necessary to salvation; and | do solemnly engagentorm to the doctrine,
discipline, and worship of The Episcopal Church.

("The Ordination of a PriestBook of Common Prayer, p. 526)

The Anglican Church has traditionally based its discent of God's guidance ¢
the three principles of Scripture, Tradition, and Reasbmthese must of course be
added the central criterion: The Holy Spirit. Itnstie prayerful fulfilment of Jesus'
promise, that the Holy Spirit will lead us into all tiuthat we work with Scripture,
Reason, and Tradition.

The Anglican reformers recognized in particular théohis Episcopate, the
Councils of the Church until 451 A.DTle Council of Chalcedon) which provided the
Church with the Creeds and critical doctrinal definiticansd the historic liturgies of the
Church as contained in the Book of Common Prayere tiné defining elements of
Tradition and the examples of Reason.
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The centrality and authority of Scripture in the Chuwrahnot be disputed. All
Christian doctrine and behavior must be based on Scripture.

From the earliest centuries of the Church, Chridisputes have been related tp
different interpretations of Scripture. The variousup®which began the Protestant
Reformation in Europe based their divisions on variotexpretations of Scripture.
Today the World Christian Database lists over 9000 difte@hristian denominations,
not including the "non-denominational” churches whichtleemost rapidly proliferating
bodies in many American cities. Nearly all Christenurches define their difference
from one another by differing interpretations of Scripture

The Anglican Church was born in the 16th and 17th Ceagtuwvith several
differing interpretations of Scripture at its core. Ttaurch eventually incorporated
several different groups of Protestant reformers, togetltle a variety of persons who
had remained committed to various Catholic visions ofdherch, into a single
fellowship.

Because of the nature of that fellowship, Anglicanisretged an
understanding of unity which made it difficult for any arféhe warring parties to
enforce its particular Scriptural interpretation onakiger parties, so long as the core df
the faith was maintained. That core was found in:

1. Allegiance to Scripture (although not allegiance ® amother's interpretation
of Scripture);

2) Acceptance of the authority of the Bishop and inl&mdy the Crown;

3) Use of the prescribed liturgies of the Book of ComiRoayer. These liturgies
are firmly based on Scripture; on the traditional daéins of the Faith from the first
Seven Ecumenical Councils of the Church; and on the iltairthinking of both historic
Catholicism and the Protestant Reformation.

Debate over the interpretation of Scripture wasatfthe time of the founding of|
the Anglican Church and has continued to this day. cihiemon for one party to attach
another party as "un-Scriptural" or "un-Biblical" in ft8nking.

The Anglican treatment of Scripture is very closeh®treatment of Scripture
(the Torah) in Jesus' own day, a treatment which oesi in Judaism. The authority
the Torah was not, and is not, in dispute in Judaisot. TBrah students learn to dispu?F
the meaning of the Scripture with one another. The ramestheir differing opinions o
what it means, while joining in their reverence and retsfo the revelation. Itis in the
text -- not the interpretation of the text -- thagytHind their unity.

We see this tradition in the question asked of Jesutgarly the kind of test
guestion asked rabbis at that time:

"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?"henshid to him, "You
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and wittyaur soul, and with all your
mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a seiedite it, You shall love
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your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments defiehd law and the
prophets." (Matthew 22: 36-40)

The question reflected, as we know, the need to estabhserarchy of law in th¢
face of an excessive legalism which seemed regularllict the religion of Abraham,
Moses, David, and the prophets. The rabbis had codified 6&8ediffregulations from
the Torah which the good Jew was supposed to keep. Thetkeeping all of these, -
or of redefining them so one could say one was keepimg thead become quite
intricate, and seemed to the prophets and Jesus to tgkle pa@y from the central poirt
of the service of God and neighbor.

Micah's well-known critique in the 8th Century B.Gg$ through the years:

With what shall | come before the LORD and bow dowmkeethe exalted God?
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with caleegear old? Will the LORD be
pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand riveri?cBhall | offer my firstborn
for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin gfsoul? He has showed you, O
man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you&cT justly and to love
mercy and to walk humbly with your Go@icah 6:6-8 NIV)

Jesus himself seemed to echo these words when he spgbkeRharisees, the
attentive religious middle class of his own day:

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for iffoel mint and dill and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters oathgjlistice and mercy and faith;
these you ought to have done, without neglecting the otlleiatthew 23:23 RSV)

The result of the Anglican experience with Scriptame Unity is that there is nof
in Anglican experience, any significant history of éxelusion of one or another
individual, congregation, diocese, or Bishop of the chbeaded on interpretation of
Scripture. A great variety of interpretations of Sarnpthas coexisted in the Anglican
Communion. Unity has been based rather on commoiplitie; common worship,
common prayer, shared reverence for and discussiocript@e, and common
allegiance to the Bishop.

Some of the of the disputes over the meaning of Scriptukaglicanism today
echo disputes which were contained in the Church idékle Century. Some are new.
Some of the disputes have subsided or been resolvedraeer t

| ssues and mattersfor discer nment.
It is not respectful or realistic for Anglicans eggd in honest discernment to
treat discernment as a polemical or argumentative eeerci

It is not accurate to characterize everyone whagiees with a particular
scriptural interpretation as having the same understanfisqipture as each other. If
you see yourself as a Conservative, not all who badifferent interpretation are
"Liberals.” They simply have a different interpreat If you see yourself as a Liberal,
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not all who differ from you are "Fundamentalists." eylsimply have a different
interpretation -- and may also widely differ from carether.

It is easy -- but not an exercise in Holy Spiritctjiine -- to seize upon some
extreme person who disagrees with you and use that perfosl one's own anger.
Epithets such as "Fundamentalist” and "Heretic" magdoerate for some persons, bu
not every Christian who disagrees with you falls itiat ttategory. These epithets are

not helpful when one is attempting to listen to whati@ay be saying through someoje

who disagrees. It is generally good to find someone whgrdisa with you who does
not trigger this kind of reaction, so that you can acgdaiten to their insight and
evaluate it.

Scripture will always require interpretation and disoaent for a number of
reasons. On this position most Anglicans and scriptirelars in all denominations
agree. For example, in a specific passage in the HebcepturegLev. 20:13) in which
male homosexual acts are condemned, the text alsofthestwo men, "they shall
surely be put to death." All Christians reading this peatyerfully, it is assumed, would

determine on some basis or another that even if théetonation of homosexuality welje

affirmed, the words prescribing capital punishment shoulejeeted.

In Christian experience, certain situations requia¢ discernment be exercised}in
terms of the literal interpretation of Scripture. @a@ have a high view of Scripture ag

the Word of God and still need -- or need all the mete deal with these issues.
Scholars and Christian teachers disagree on the iamparof these, and on the way in
which they can and should be applied:

* The meaning of words has changed and the literal tramslatia passage may Qe

misleading as to its initial intent.

* In a given situation one must choose between two eseglend passages of
Scripture and, under the guidance of the Spirit give preced® one.

* The Hebrew Scripture has been surpassed by deeper undecsiaritie later
history of the Jews, or in the teaching of Jesus.

» The Scripture passage represents a teaching for a parsdulation which is no
longer appropriate because the situation is different.

» Christianity has learned something since the first certtitiye Church.

Jesus himself used most or all of these methods ikimgowith Scripture. Any
serious preacher or Scripture scholar takes this work bis @ her responsibility. In
the work of discernment, there is no use of Scriptureishaure" and not subject to
these tests. There are, however, significant difieze in the interpretation of Scripturg
in Anglicanism in the present day, as there have baelodir centuries.

p
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3. The Anglican Church in Virginia

The Anglican Church was the Church of the Englistiesstat Jamestown. The
Rev. Robert Hunt, Anglican Vicar of Heatherfield, Couaf Sussex, since 1602, was
chaplain of the Jamestown Settlement at the beginriegdied the year after the
settlement of 1607. Hunt was regarded as a true voice ydrpmad reconciliation in thdt
difficult first year. Captain John Smith described himi@s honest, religious and
courageous divine." Another Jamestown Chronicler wrote: "Marg the mischiefs
that daily sprung from their ignorant spirits; but gwod doctrines and exhortations of
our Preacher Minister Hunt reconciled them." Governor &dwlaria Wingfield, first
President of the Council at Jamestown, and CaptainSuptitihh, who agreed in nothing
else, agreed in praise of this worthy man. They wrotar ‘f@ctions were oft qualified,
and our wants and greater extremities so comfortedhbgtseemed easie in comparispn
of what we endured after his memorable death...."

Baptism of Pocohantas, 1614, Adkexander Whitaker, "Apostle of Virginia". Oil study for mural by John Gadsby
Chapman, c. 1837-1840

3 "Robert Hunt; Jamestown's First Chaplain." Nationak Barvice: Jamestown Historic Briefs, Colonial National
Historic Park, by Jen Loux, 1995.

10
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The Rev. Alexander Whitaker came to Virginia in 1611, anl & house near
the new settlement at Henrico, nine miles down theedaRiver from the present city o
Richmond. Pocahontas stayed at his house and took herctitsis before her Baptism
Whitaker baptized her and married Pocahontas and thectop&mter John Rolfe of
Varina. HisGood News from Virginia was one of the first books sent back to Englan
from the new Colony. According to one source, "ldisdrs... express his great surpris
that more of the English clergy did not engage in imiggy work.*

The Church of England was the established Church ofitheaia Colony, and

remained in that position until the American Revolatid_eaders of the Colony were tlye

Vestrymen of the churches, which were spaced everyilea throughout the Colony.
Taxes supported the churches and after 1624 attendance wiesdequ

Up until the middle of the 18th Century, as Michael Bawld the story in a

recent lecture, "colonial laws still dictated the maufars of religious belief and practicq.

Under these laws, hundreds of Puritans were banishetdtifre colony and courts order

Baptists to pay thousands of pounds of tobacco for cemisziisly refusing to have theif

children baptized by their parish minister. Few “dissesjtes they were called, could
exist in Virginia; the established church had grown seemingpenetrable roots.

"It was illegal in colonial Virginia for a group of tem more to meet together
even in a private home to pray or read Scripture or leearass written by people like
George Whitefield, Martin Luther, and John Bunyan."

In the 1740's, a bricklayer named Samuel Morris of HanGeeinty "was so
moved by what he was learning from the Bible and froeselgreat heroes of the faith
that he invited his neighbors to join him. Their spiritoaahger got the better of them,
and they stopped attending services of the establishedhchur 1745, Morris and othe
were hauled before the General Court in Williamsburg ancetl to pay heavy fines.
But they endured the hardships and established themselvesilsariithe colony that
soon the civil and ecclesiastical officials had few apgiother than to grant the license
they wanted for their meeting houses and their preathers.

"Not long after, Baptists started settling in VirginiThey were ridiculed for
lacking formal education and violently harassed by both raabdscivil authorities, who
still insisted that they alone possessed the right inelefthodoxy. ®

The Bishop of London, whose Diocese included Virginia, Iiidel direct ability
to influence the churches under his control for the i€l years of the Colony. A
pattern of strong lay leadership developed in the Vesstery, and occasionally that
flowered in a kind of unauthorized dissent. At least ohurch in the Northern Ntk
called a Presbyterian minister in the mid-18th Centudykapt him for a significant
pastorate.

* Appleton’s Encyclopedia, cited on www.famousAmericans. netékiderwhitaker.
5> Michael Farris, Speech for National Day of PrayechRiond, 2006.
® St. Mary's White Chapel, Lancaster County, foundes 1669.
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Despite the formally unified Christian church in Mg, significant differences
began to show among the white population. The classsyatele for great disparity
among people, and brought forth different needs and exgeseRenewal, when it coud
not occur in established churches, occurred outside tBgnthe time the Continental
Congress gathered in Henrico Parish in 1775 -- the patestaAder Whitaker and
Pocahontas had frequented 164 years beforehand -- thersigmificant groups of
Quakers, Methodists, Baptists, and Presbyterians in tbeycas well as other
evangelicals both inside and outside the Anglican Chéftitans in great numbers
were drawn to evangelical Christianity, identifying thewn independent religion with
the Baptist sect.

In 1777, just two years after Patrick Henry cried out "®GmneeLiberty or Give mg
Death," at St. John's Church, Thomas Jefferson drafsetBHhi for Establishing
Religious Freedom." This bill, which became the bamigte freedom of religion clauge
in the Constitution, accelerated the disestablishmitheoChurch of England.

Events moved quickly. Anglican clergy, mostly Torgdftheir revolutionary
parishioners. Methodists, Baptists, Presbyterians, Q@siaded other evangelicals camp
out of hiding. John Wesley appointed Francis Asbury and dkddoke superintendenys
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and they began tomathers. Many Anglican
churches were abandoned or became barns. Glebe larelsonfiscated by the state.

Meanwhile, in 1785, the living Anglican Churches in the meton organized
themselves into the Protestant Episcopal Church in thed)Bitates of America.
Virginians elected James Madison, the Cousin of thsidRret, bishop and he was
consecrated at Lambeth Chapel in London September 19, 1790.

The Virginia church began to revive significantly undatisén Meade, who
became assistant bishop of the Diocese of VirginkBR0, diocesan in 1841, and
President of Virginia Theological Seminary from 1842 to 1862.

The revived church was strongly Protestant and evangehsalonger the
established church of the Commonwealth, it profited ftbendiverse Christian
environment in which it had developed -- having much in commtntive Methodists,
Baptists, Presbyterians, and Quakers with whom it shagedhinistry of the
Commonwealth. Episcopalians came to represent persaiiféening theological
perspectives who sought a common sacramental relatiomnstigy the Bishop.

The Diocese of Southern Virginia was made into a sépaliocese in 1892,
along the line of the James River, and in 1919 the DiaaeSeuthwestern Virginia,
headquartered in Roanoke, was formed.

The Episcopal Church in Virginia had no resident bidood 83 years. It has hgd
a resident bishop for only 217 years. It is broadly spreadityh every county and
independent city of the Commonwealth. There is nodigti®n without at least one

12
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Episcopal Church. Most of those churches, founded bbfsheps came to Virginia,
have a proud lineage of congregational integrity and diversity.

Virginia's particular understanding of the church -- ars€opal Church, sharing
core values and maintaining communion with one anokinreugh communion with thei
bishop, common worship using the Book of Common Prayer, anthanon evangelical
desire for the healing of the Commonwealth, -- is atewstanding which developed
through Virginia's history and has been a witness to ttieeeworld.

Having chosen the President of the College of Willizweh Blary as its first
bishop and having founded a Seminary in 1823, the Virginia Did@espursued an
understanding of Christianity that is firmly rooted in gtedy of Scripture and the stror
educational traditions of Anglicanism.

Significant renewal and mission movements have aftettte Diocese through
the 219 years since its founding. In those years it h&sased not only cousins of the
Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and Quakers, buAafglo-Catholics, modern
Evangelicals, Social Activists, Charismatics, and adtexof liturgical renewal. It has
confessed its racist sins and sought to remedy thenas Kurvived the Revolutionary
War with England and the horrible fratricide of the Aioan Civil War.

Thoughts and issues for_discer nment.
How do the difficulties of the present time appeah# context of the history of
the Episcopal Church in Virginia? Do you believe thatHoly Spirit, with the earnest

willingness of the people, can sort through them by abaaetion of endurance, mutuall

witness, common prayer, and fidelity to the Gospel?

What would be the cost to the Commonwealth and thédisaechurches of a
fractured church in Virginia? Would there be any bleseingositive witness in this
schism?

As an Episcopal Church, under what circumstancegp@stible for us to disagr¢e

with our bishop, and still remain in respectful, prayecmmunion with him? What ar|
the limits of this commitment to prayerful communion?

If we remain united, what positive and dramatic stepsa@take to preach the
Gospel together and witness together to the need for ptenmn Virginia and the
world in this next decade?

al

-
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4. Homosexuality

It seems clear that Homosexuality -- the teaching@fChurch about it, and the
disciplinary regulations of the Church concerning it this most serious topic over
which some congregations are feeling they must pray foeisment about maintaining
unity with the bishop and, therefore, with other congregatin the Diocese of Virginia

Although few verses in the Scriptimefer directly to homosexual activity, the
verses which do refer to it are unambiguous in their condé&an of it. The verses are
printed below.

* You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; itrissdoomination.(Lev. 18:22 RSV)

« If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of tihewe committed an abominatioh;

they shall be put to death, their blood is upon thimu. 20:13 RSV)

* For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passiomswbhen exchanged
natural relations for unnatural, and the men likewise ggveatural relations with
women and were consumed with passion for one another, onanitting shameless ag
with men and receiving in their own persons the duelpefm their error.(Romans
1:26-27 RSV)

* Now we know that the law is good, if any one uses it lawfulhderstanding this, that
the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawlesd disobedient, for the ungodly
and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for murdererstoérimand murderers of
mothers, for manslayers, immoral persons, sodomitesgi@diomosexuals), kidnapers,
liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sdoottine, in accordance with the
glorious gospel of the blessed God with which | have lee¢musted. Tim 1:8-11 RSV)

* Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdonGaid? Do not be
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor aguteror male prostitutes
nor homosexual offenders nor thieves nor the greedy nor druni@rd&nderers nor
swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is whaing of you were. But you

were washed, you were sanctified, you were justifiedemtime of the Lord Jesus Chifst

and by the Spirit of our God(1 Cor. 6:9-11NIV)

Jesus does not refer directly to homosexuality irSitrgptural record, but he dog
mention fornication; and one may legitimately assuma¢ homosexual behavior, since|
is not between married persons, is at least included dimaecategory:

And he said, "What comes out of a man is what dedilesn. For from within, out
of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, fornication, timefirder, adultery, coveting,
wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pridestioetss. All these evil things
come from within, and they defile a mar(Mk. 7:20-23; cp. Matt. 15:19)

The Scriptural witness, although brief, is definite, @nsl reinforced by the
interpretation of the Church in nearly all its itévas throughout the centuries. It is on
in the latter half of the Twentieth Century that aeyious Christian clerics or theologi
have begun to bring into question this teaching. Stillyade vast majority of Christiar

7 Out of 31,103 verses in the Old and New Testamentsydinses refer directly to homosexuality.
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Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?

bodies -- including the great majority of national cl@xin the Anglican Communion
and nearly all major American denominations -- regarddsaxual activity as somethirjg
defined by the Scripture as sinfalse.

The level of feeling about this topic is so high at th@ment in history that it is
virtually impossible to have a rational conversation aldantthe church or anywhere
else. Nonetheless, it is important to make certaitestents which may be clarifying o
helpful to persons of prayer who are genuinely tryingda part of God's solution at ttis
time.

Most significant Christian bodies in America arerfasre accepting of
homosexual persons today than they were in the paistcléar that God offers
forgiveness to sinners, and that all continue to beed ¢ forgiveness. All we need dp
is repent. On this virtually all are agreed.

—

Why should anything be different today than it has bed¢ine past 1900 years o
Christianity?

The most significant difference in our time is the puiblpenness about
homosexuality. For the past 30 or 40 years in this coupegple who believe
themselves to be homosexual have been "coming out” argsfatblicly that they have &
"homosexual orientation." Today, a significant portidnhe therapeutic community, afp
well as a significant portion of the public, believed thare are persons who are "gay'
by nature or by birth or in some way that is irreversible.

The tendency on the part of the Church is to call imply a newly virulent form
of evil and immorality -- an onslaught of public relasdoy persons who, wittingly or
unwittingly, are carrying out a demonic mission.

The problem with this reaction is that many very estipeChristian persons havj
declared this self-understanding as homosexuals, and tvagit$o remain within the
Church openly as faithful members. In the Episcopal Chsteth persons began in th
1970's to form a group called "Integrity.” In the Roman GlatlChurch, a
corresponding group called "Dignity" was formed in the sper@d. Similar groups
have been formed in other denominations, and a new deatiom, the Metropolitan
Community Church, has been formed specifically for pesseho regard their
homosexuality as permanent and unable to be "cured.”

1%

A4

In response to this, the Church has revived and strengtineinestries of prayer
and healing to help persons who have issues with homoggheatransformed and
healed of their homosexuality. Truro Church supported aunmistry, called
"Liberation," in the early 1970s. "Set Free" is a nalaninistry which has worked
successfully in this field for several decades.

It has also become clear that a significant nurobetergy in nearly all major
denominations -- estimates vary from a minimum of 6% maximum of 40% in some
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denominations -- are at least homosexual in oriemtatf not in practice. This
corresponds to estimates of similar experience in giftdessions, and most especially
in drama, music, and education, among others. When Willlmon became Presiden
he caused a furor by making public the conversation inrthedaforces about sexual
orientation. The conversation has not escaped any iaa of society.

The increasingly public treatment of homosexuality dygsosed what many
clergy knew already: that many families have a seafyetit some member of their famgy
-- often a son or daughter -- who is living somewhereaiskoften has left the church
because he or she is homosexual. This affects é&afiboth liberal and conservative
Christian congregations and denominations.

There is no question that the predominant themesrmbkexuality in the media
and other areas of the society are often dangerous iatehding to children. The
unfettered nature of television and media, as well amtémnce required in public
situations, has caused parents and church leaders toderoeshabout what their
children will be receiving. They feel that sexual ot@ion is not a matter of
indifference. It is not that "one is just as goodhasother."

On this account a surprising number of homosexual pevsoulsl agree. Very
few homosexual persons who are concerned about othare active and prayerful
Christians will tell you that they "chose" homosexyaliNearly every one would tell
you that they tried to escape it. Over and over adaa, $tory is that they could not
escape what they came to regard as this inevitableabatit themselves. Most have
been taught that homosexuality is wrong, and have soogivéness and healing.
Some have found both. Some have found only forgivenBssse latter have, in many
cases, decided they must opt for acceptance as homopers@hs.

It is important to note that the experience of the glstears of openness abou
homosexuality in the Western world has permitted a pdiicussion and exploration @
the nature of this phenomenon that has never beerbfgossthe history of the world.
Because people have been open about it, everyone hasdleauch more. A lot of
stupid things have been done and said. A lot of sound antidsrgccurred. A lot of
very bad advice and moral teaching has been given. But sith&lgociety and Christign
people are gathering information and experience.

—

Pastors and therapists who deal with homosexual beldivide it into three
categories:

a) Chosen behavior. Some people act out homosexually because they ardt W
to. This is, most Christian theologians agree, to arceed as destructive and sinful.
This is at least one of the types of activity condemnebe Scriptural passages cited
above.

b) Psychological dysfunction. Some people act out homosexually because of a
psychological problem. This acting out can become obvees®mpulsive, and
addictive. Most notably, it can be caused by sexualeaasis child.
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¢) Orientation. Some people appear to have a homosexual orient&tlmat. is,
there appears to be no particular psychological caubeio situation, and it appears to
be involuntary. They have no choice. There is mgtho be healed of.

How many of the people who practice homosexual actis avhich of these
categories? Are there really these three categforire there more categories? Fewe

If there is such a thing as a homosexual "orientatitis is probably the
category into which a significant percentage of those are active Christians fall.
Christian churches, by and large, teach that homosexigad sin, and the Scripture

passages that we have cited are clear on this. Manyrxaygrful and earnest Christian

persons became prayerful and earnest Christians pebessduse they were seeking
God's help to deal with their sexual confusion.

The question which Christians must ask in thisgeneration isthis: Arewe
dealing with atheological issue or are we dealing with a physiological issue?

If there are at least some persons for whom homokexieatation is a fact, and
one which cannot be "healed" by prayer or repentance wbecannot call their
orientation "sinful" in the particular way in which wave in the past. It is, certainly,
difficult in any case to call homosexuality "naturaBut it may be factual. And if it is
"factual,” then it is no more a particular sin thavihg six fingers on a hand. The mof
issue for the homosexual person, like that for any qibeson, would be his or her
behavior.

If there are at least some persons who have a genomesexual orientation,
then moral theology must revise itself to take this neality into account. The church
should ask, then, these further questions:

* Is it ever appropriate for homosexual persons to benmatted homosexual
relationships, or should they be advised to live livesfelbling celibacy if they
wish to be members of the church?

* Isit legitimate for celibate persons of homosexuardgation to be ordained
clergy of the church?

» Is it moral for churches to create the kind of climatech requires that a numbg
of their lay leaders, church staff, and ordained clenggt maintain a dual life in
fear of being discovered and cast out?

* Is there any situation in which a church might accepinasrdained minister a

person, fully qualified in all other ways, who is ligim a committed homosexu4l

relationship?
* Is it moral to be a closet homosexual in a positibmiaistry?

What would Jesus do?
Clearly, Jesus would be accepting of all who comertg heavy laden, asking fq

his help and forgiveness. That is not the question. glikstion is, how would Jesus
answer the questions above?

Al
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So far as the first two descriptions of homosexualityconcerned, the answer 5

clear. Homosexuality by choice comes out of innerelst and needs to be repented
forgiven, stopped, and healed. Homosexuality as atr@spsychological damage need
help; it will be forgiven and needs to be stopped antetea

But a homosexual orientation? If there is no choié&@ Christian jury is still
out on this one, no matter what both liberals and coasees may say, what legislatiof
they pass, how loudly they shout, or whom they exconicate. There are enough
earnest Christian homosexuals in all denominationsaiamlover the next decades, ang
share with the Church, the reality of their attemptbd faithful. If, after another
generation, we continue to find that this orientat®aonavoidable for some of our
children, fellow parishioners, and brothers and sispam)aps we will as well develop §
clearer sense of the healthiest path for homosexualnmesnd for teachers who must
continue to teach children and the society the basist@r teachings about man and
woman, sexuality and marriage.

-

Without specific Biblical teaching on the matter of las@xual orientation,
Christians look for guidance to Jesus' behavior and trevimetof the Holy Spirit as
experienced in the New Testament. Here we find twera: truth and love.

Above all, there is a need for patience, loving conssmaand honest
exploration on the part of the People of God. Theidential experience of most pastc
with homosexual persons is far more complex thareeltberal or conservative folk arg
willing to say publicly. The hypocrisy of both conseivatand liberal churches on this
topic has been much more far-reaching than has everéesased. God can work this
one out. We must be faithful. We must not be hystiesicafraid. We must, however,
be both honest and compassionate.
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5. Unity and Division.

1. Another parable he put before them, saying, "The kingdom of heaasgiven
compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field; but mkiewere sleeping, his
enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and wenSawalyen the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared also. Asehthnts of the
householder came and said to him, 'Sir, did you not sow geddsgour field? How

then has it weeds?' He said to them, 'An enemy has darieltie servants said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?' But he sajde$tian gathering the

weeds you root up the wheat along with them. Let both grow tagatkiethe harvest;

and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Gatherweeds first and bind them in bundles
to be burned, but gather the wheat into my bafkatthew 13:24-30 RSV)

2. Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do rigistezss and
wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship can light hatedarkness? What
harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What ddetiever have in common with
an unbeliever? What agreement is there between theg@in@lod and idols? For we are
the temple of the living God. As God has said:

"l will live with them and walk among them, and | will beeir God, and they will be
my people.”

"Therefore come out from them and be separate, says tleTaich no unclean
thing, and | will receive you."

"I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons dadghters, says the Lord
Almighty." (2 Cor. 6:14-18 NIV; cp. Lev. 26:12, Isaiah 52:11, 2 Sam. 7:14.)

These two scriptural passages reflect the dilemma vgoicte honest and earnept
congregations appear to be facing today in the Dioces@gif\a. The first passage,
Jesus' Parable of the Weeds among the Wheat, dedtrebastual impossibility of
creating a church that is completely pure. Christiatohy has indeed proven this. Ong
division by persons seeking to create a pure church hastaiways been followed by
another fragmentation, and another, as persons @ssthe same impurity in the new
church they still inhabited. (Perhaps the impurity wasgibrtheir own.) Thus Jesus
teaches his disciples that, no matter what they &g, whll not be able to create the
perfect fellowship.

But Paul, writing to the Corinthians, presents the daeethere have to be limits
to this kind of thinking. There are times when it isyvelear that one is dealing with
Christ and Belial, and there is no point in pretenditigerwise. When this becomes
clear, some drastic actions may need to be taken.

The question of discernment before persons in the &pas€hurch in the
Diocese of Virginia is this: Which of these passagesadobglieve, under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, accurately reflects our situation?
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Majorsand Minors

There is always the story of the preacher who tddbingregation it was time t¢
"stop majoring in minors." One thing is very clearasus' teaching: Christianity is a
matter of finding God's perspective, of looking at whahdst important:

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for yoe mint and dill and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters oathgjlistice and mercy and faith;
these you ought to have done, without neglecting the otheusbhfa guides, straining
out a gnat and swallowing a cam@att 23:23-24)

The major issues, Jesus says, are justice and matdgidn When it comes to
morality, he talks about economics, servanthood,,faitd the misuse of power. Despife
the church's preoccupation with it, sexual behavior ighemajor topic of Jesus'
teaching.

Above all Jesus is concerned about the hypocrisy igioat leaders. The
Pharisees oppress people in the name of God, he indicBeswoe to you, scribes ang
Pharisees, hypocrites! because you shut the kingdom wém@gainst men; for you
neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who woutdren go in." (Matthew 23:13) He
teaches his disciples to pray, "Thy kingdom come on earthis in heaven," and
announces the coming of the kingdom of God:

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought upeament to the
synagogue, as his custom was, on the sabbath day. And hegtwoead; and there
was given to him the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opendmbtiieand found the
place where it was written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upoey because he has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me toiproelaase to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty ¢hwho are oppressed, to
proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord." And he closetdbk, and gave it back to
the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all inyttegegue were fixed on him. And
he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has foéféled in your hearing.'(Luke
4:16-21)

For the past decade, while churches in the Dioces@&@hia have been arguing
about matters of sexuality in New Hampshire, have they beglecting the weightier
matters of the Law? Have the needs of the poor itr@evirginia been a major
concern? Where is the good news? Have Episcopalidhse suburbs of Washington,
D.C., which lie in Northern Virginia been taking propesponsibility for the enormous
poverty in Anacostia and other parts of the votelesteceity?

Many congregations in the diocese have made majot®ffooverseas mission,
but there have been significant attempts to do this aegafrom one another. Have
Virginians profited properly -- and more to the point, haue Lord and those in need
profited properly -- from what can and should be happeningigiirthe commonality of

8 The U.S. Census Bureau has just reported that fiveeafation's seven wealthiest jurisdictions are in the WWgsin
Metropolitan Area. Two of the five are in the Northgortion of the Diocese of Virginia.
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our efforts? Have we accepted such a degree of aliarfatim one another that we ha
been unable to be united in service to those in need?
There has been significant partisan debate betweeamtiygegations of this

diocese, and particularly in Northern Virginia. Thhave even been attempts to found

competing churches in the same neighborhoods. Meantteleumber of sheep
without a shepherd grows every day. Are we exportingded sheep a Gospel which
poisoned with ungodly contentiousness?

God really knows what the major issues are, and aieathe minor issues.
Which ones are we selling? Which ones occupy our titee&?we burying our talents ir
the ground or investing them®att. 25:14-30) At the end of the day, is the Kingdom
moving forward, or are we all moving backward?

A diocesan church

The distinctive quality of Anglicanism, as opposed ton&n Catholicism, is tha{

the Diocese is the primary unit of the church. Ouh8gs are linked together in the
House of Bishops, and our laity through the General Cdiorerbut these define only
the framework of the churches, not the daily realitiie Lambeth Conference -- the
meeting of the Primates and leaders of the nationatbks -- meets only once a deca
The General Convention has some prescriptive authmréy a diocese, but it is limited

The Lambeth Conference is simply advisory. The Bishaptlh@ Diocese are the primafy

unit of the Episcopal Church. Dioceses are primary, atnuate.

The Diocese is, specifically, a geographical unit composgeographical
parishes. This represents the church's responsibilityhécare of all souls and the

S

e.

his priests, and his congregations share responsibilityoihigrs for all the citizens -- f

mission of the church to all people on behalf of ourdLdlt is the area in which a bish;a,

the care of the poor and the establishment of a heaithjuat community, as well as fgr

the establishment of missions and congregations. The®Bisnd Diocese of Virginia
are responsible for prayer, love, and ministry on Goetwslf for all the people living in
Virginia between the James and Potomac Rivers.

Here, in the Diocese of Virginia, there has ofbeen a spirit of common work
and deliberation throughout the past decade. Many offffeutiies which have affecte
other dioceses have not afflicted us. The Bishop hastanaed relationship with every

parish; he has not forced clergy on any parish; and ¢dle€ll has not passed legislation

which would force one another to act against conseieut we have also not always
been good stewards of our common life in the Gospel.

The essence of unity in the Episcopal Church and tiiggidan Communion is the

sacramental and pastoral relationship between a bistopotigregations, and the
clergy. Sacramental theology does not require agreemeaten approval, of parties i
communion with one another. The bishop is ordained asettiteal servant of the
servants of God, and it is communion with him which witee priests and
congregations of the diocese. When an individualé®exnunicated, it means he or
is out of communion with the bishop. That is the simgigerion for unity. The

—
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congregations, parishioners, and clergy of the dioceserhbeir bishop as an agent of
God and as the sacrament of unity, whether or not tieeavith him. The great charism
of sacramental theology in Anglicanism is that itcgka this relation of sacrament and
prayer -- a relationship not dependent on theological agreeor even personal approyal
-- at the center of the church's unity.

As the symbol of unity, the bishop himself is required/dmys and vocation to
maintain sacramental and pastoral relationship witbfdlis clergy and congregations,
regardless of their treatment of him. He is under obtigao speak for the unity of the
church, and to seek to discern God's leading in his judgemiigslergy and
congregations may disagree with his judgements, butdtismto them to say that he ip
wrong. They are not the ones who are consecratedistust remain in relationship
with the whole church, and must surely answer atutiggment seat of Christ for their
episcopal decisions.

During the past three years, some congregations @itdeese of Virginia have
effectively declared themselves to be out of communidh thieir bishop. The stated
reason is that Bishop Peter Lee did not vote to reétusenor the decision of the Diocege
of New Hampshire to elect and consecrate Gene Robiasamgmitted homosexual mgn
living in a committed relationship, as Bishop of New HampshiThese congregations
have asked their bishop not to conduct visitations, andhées made similar requests jof
the assistant bishops because they have not publictieoored the diocesan bishop.

—

There is no surprise, and no shame, in disagreentesen great disapproval o
the actions of one's bishop. But demanding that th@biagree with one in order to
honor his office raises grave questions about the obexl@fridergy and congregations
and their willingness to be part of an episcopal chuiabu cannot have a real bishop §
you claim the right to veto his decisions. No congregato bishop of integrity, and np
honest episcopal church can function in this way. Cimgndioceses or finding
alternative episcopal oversight will not alter thialitg.

Bishop Lee, in his behavior toward all of the congregetiof the diocese, has
maintained the traditional charism of a bishop by keeptagionship. He has even
permitted some congregations to have alternate episcogaight for a time. He has
worked tirelessly to maintain relationship with alltbbse under his care, even those Who
insult and vilify him. Meanwhile, he has not advocatexldbnsecration of a homosexyal
bishop in Virginia. He has not advocated that congregsatshould call homosexual
priests, or advocate in their congregations the practineranosexuality. No one can
force him, this diocese, or any other bishop to take thosens. Bishop Lee has
remained faithful to his promise, at the time of hictda, to be the Bishop of the whole
Diocese of Virginia. He has sought to honor and su@dlddgitimate expressions of the
Gospel in the Dioces®.

9 Several other complaints listed in bills of particuldrseveral congregations relate to the same theme of
homosexuality, including the Bishop's refusal to refuse hoxsedg@ersons entrance to the Virginia Seminary.
10 Again, the bills of particulars give Bishop Lee the dréti his consistent support of all congregations.
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In short, life in the Diocese of Virginia has beealusive for all congregations
which have sought to remain in communion with one amothBere is no indication thg
anything else will ever be the case. Should it be, #dtion of congregational
independence in this diocese, going back to colonial dags,s8ong that there would
surely be a revolt by any congregation which is oppressed.

Separ ate denominations

Every opinion which is present in the Episcopal Chunctihé Diocese of Virginia
is also present in some other specific denomination. ARgéican Communion is
blessed with some distinctive spiritualities, particylan its traditions of scholarly
evangelicalism, personal ascetical spirituality, amcharistic liturgy. But much of the
theology and strength of various congregations is shaitegpersons in other
denominations. Some Anglicans feel closer to Romanoieshsome to Baptists, som

to Evangelical Presbyterians, some to Lutherans, soi@&arismatics, some to Quake}

some to independent megachurches.

Episcopalians in the Diocese of Virginia -- the ar@iAnglicans in America --
could almost always be in another church where morplpabared their particular
spirituality. But they choose to be in a church whicdimtains a Catholic and
Evangelical union with other congregations through a bishdjrayer Book, Biblical

discussion, Common Prayer, and the sharing of the aata. This kind of church ca{l1

be an empty shell unless it is filled with a particida&pression of the Gospel. But it c
be a glorious taste of the Kingdom when its Christigergity is truly celebrated.

In today's Christian world, most people pass through miname one denominatio
in their lives, as they seek to make their way to Chigdradoxically, if they leave the
Episcopal Church because it seems wrong to them, theywiaend up in a church
which has better relationships with the Episcopal Chtlrah they had when they

belonged to it. God is one, and he is constantly bring@aaple to himself through Chrig

in many different ways.

Discer ning what isimportant

* Isthe situation in the Diocese of Virginia todaytbeunderstood throug
the lens of the Parable of the Weeds and the Whetitraargh the lens o
Paul's injunction not to be yoked with unbelievers?

» If our Bishop, acting prayerfully in the office to whibk was called and
consecrated, refuses to cut off communion with the €&ie@nd Bishop
of New Hampshire, do we have the right to say thas inet making the
correct judgement? Is it not his job to discern theafiltod in fear and
trembling? Is it not our job to honor that work and hsroar bishop,
while maintaining our own discernment in the areas for lirve are
responsible?

» The debate over sexuality has not, largely, affectedipslwvithin the
Diocese of Virginia. To what extent has this deladiteut policies
outside the Diocese affected the quality of our missgether, and
diverted our attention from issues God considers urgent?

—

-

A\1”4

—

—

23




Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?

* To what extent is the debate and dissention within aur diocese a king
of "wedge issue" of the sort which divides the Red ane Blu
constituencies in American politics? Issues around hoxnatigy are the
divisive currency of this fall's election in Virginia atlte nation. How
can we, through our relationship, testify to the powesad to span evelp
this chasm in our community?

* To what extent have we become addicted to internal @hridebates
rather than challenging the evil of our society, and glbattle with the
demonic forces which are tearing apart our world? Ta ekiznt is our
Christianity dependent on this inner conflict?

* Do you believe that God the Holy Spirit can, through hearts of his
faithful servants in the Church in the Diocese ofgiira, sort out the
issues surrounding homosexuality during the next generatioa aan
remain prayerful and together? Are you willing to be & pathat
prayerful time of service together?

* Do you believe that attempting to separate from the Epédddiocese of
Virginia will enable your congregation to focus more @slen the most
important matters of God?

» Isthis issue of the consecration of an openly admitteadosexual priest
as bishop so major that a congregation should leaveitloe$2 over it?
Is that what God wants in your case?

Alter natives

Here are alternate ways which a congregation may cliogseceed. No
prediction is made of the effect of various decisions,af the response of others to thg
decisions, nor of financial and emotional costs, legasequences and prolonged
uncertainties. They are offered only because they aaglglpossible, and because we
seek honest discernment in the Spirit.

14

1. Remain in the Diocese of Virginia and the EpiscopalrCh and continue to expend
major energy on opposition to the persons who make di@inaf homosexual clergy

and some form of blessing of the unions of homosexual petbeir major agenda, evgn

if they are outside the Diocese of Virginia and dbthoeaten the policy and polity of
this diocese. Continue to seek alternative episcomabaht even though the Bishop
neither asks approval of the controversial policiesattwocates policies within the
diocese which will threaten the conscience of youngcegation.

2. Remain in the Diocese of Virginia and work with thisli®p and other congregationg
to extend the mission of Christ and the power of hie lbwoughout Virginia to one
another, and to missions throughout the world. Seels vagrovide and receive witneg
from other congregations in the Diocese who havemifft strengths in the Body of
Christ. Study the Scripture and learn rigorously aboutsdodjotten needs in our
community. Provide an avenue in Scripture study and santdarereconciliation

between "Red" Christians and "Blue" Christians. Testi the enduring power of God |n

our generation.
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3. Seek to separate from the Diocese of Virginia and ghscBpal Church and join aal

hoc group of congregations which are a mission of anotharcbhperhaps in West
Africa, and under its bishop.

4. Seek to separate from the Diocese of Virginia and fhscBpal Church and, with likg

minded congregations, start a new denomination with oowithishops.

Before his passage which tells the Corinthians not tonsmatched with
unbelievers'(2 Cor 2:14ff), the Apostle Paul makes a plea to the Corinthian Chnistidf
we are indeed dealing with Weeds and Wheat and are noteefatges of Christ and

Belial respectively, this disciplined response to Jequesents the best we can do for

one another:

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human goigw; even though
we once regarded Christ from a human point of view, warcehim thus no longer.
Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new éoeathe old has passed away, behold,
the new has come.

All this is from God, who through Christ reconciledtasiimself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God wasonciling the world to himself, not
counting their trespasses against them, and entrustisyttee message of reconciliation.

So we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his apppealgh us. We beseech you on

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake hgerham to be sin who knew no
sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness aof God

Working together with him, then, we entreat you not todte grace of God in
vain. For he says, "At the acceptable time | havenleleo you, and helped you on the
day of salvation." Behold, now is the acceptable time; lokimaw is the day of
salvation.

We put no obstacle in any one's way, so that no faatle found with our ministry,
but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every waygtihgreat endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonmeéuitsults, labors, watching,
hunger; by purity, knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holit,S@nuine love,
truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons ofgkness for the right
hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repuig good repute. We are treated
as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, and yekm@in; as dying, and behold we
live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yeagbarejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessingteiary

Our mouth is open to you, Corinthians; our heart is wideL are not restricted by
us, but you are restricted in your own affections. Inrretuispeak as to children--widen
your hearts alsdq2 Cor. 5:16-6:13 RSV)
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